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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00; Con¬ 
tributing - 820.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - $12.00; 

Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) and 
Senior Citizens - $5.00. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study, and conservation of our native heritage. Meetings 
are held monthly from September to May inclusive and VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WEL¬ 
COME. The club is now in its 60th year and will be celebrating a DIAMOND 
JUBILEE at our April meeting on Monday, April 9, 1979. Why not join us. 

■ For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss Phyllis 
Vair, 1854 Main St. West, Apt #514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8.(Phone 529-4784). 



HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1978-79 


President 
Past President 
1st Vice Pres. 
2nd Vice Pres. & 
Programme 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


- Mr. Robert Curry, 92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster, Ontario L9G 2S7 

- Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ontario L8S 2X2 

- Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave., S., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 

- Mr. Ford Smith, 360 Torrance St. #708, Burlington, Ont. L7R 2R9 

- Dr. Wm, Schlatter, 44 Cait Court, Ancaster, Ontario L9G 1M4 

- office vacant 


Directors - - - 


Membership 

Publicity 

Sanctuary 

Conservation 

Wood Duck Editor 

Social 

Field Events 


- Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St. W. #514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 

- Mr. Wm. A. Tindale, R.R. #2, Campbellville, Ont. LOP 1B0 

- Mrs. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont, L9H 4E1 

- Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1AO 

- Mr. Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8 

- vacant — volunteers needed 

- Mr. Bruce Mackenzie, West Flamboro P.0,, Ont. LOR 2K0 
* * 


* 
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WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. Colin J. Burns, 49 Dunvegan Road, St. Catherines, Ontario L2P 1H5 
Mrs. Margaret Shaw, 475 Timber Lane, Burlington, Ontario L7L 4B1 


FROM THE EDITOR 

THE WOOD DUCK 

There were a number of errors in the January issue which are corrected here¬ 
in. Please note that the February 17th outing is on a Saturday and not on Sunday 
as indicated in the January issue and in the Dates to Remember Folder which you 
received at the beginning of the season. Also, acknowledgement should go to Brian 
Hills, Gerry Whitworth and Barry Cherriere who helped collate the January WOOD 
DUCK. The January meeting was indeed on Jan. 8, although this date was omitted. 

I am also aware that most Burlington members received their' issue late. For this 
we are at the mercy of the postal system. It was mailed in plenty of time. 

Thanks and appreciation this month go to Norman Ralston, Gord & Helen Fenton 
and Marvin Grove for helping Sheila Forbes with the collating and mailing task. 

As a reminder, next month's collating team is scheduled as follows: 

Monday, February 26 - Marg Firth, Pat Goldring and John & Kay Ryckman. 

EXECUTIVE 

You will notice that there are now two vacancies on the list at the top of 
this page. We still need a secretary and we also need volunteers to help with the 
refreshments during the absence of Mrs. Barbara Reid in Australia. Read the poem 
below which has appeared in several of the other club bulletins and think it over. 

DO YOU JUST BELONG? 

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed, 

Or are you just contented that your name is on the list? 

Do you attend the meetings, mingle with the flock, 

Or do you stay at home and criticize and knock? 

Do you take an active part to help the work along, 

Or are you satisfied to be the kind that just belongs? 

Do you ever go to visit a member who is sick, 

Or leave the work to just a few and talk about the clique? 

Come out to "the meetings, often and help with hand and heart, 

Don't be just a member, but take an'active part. 

Think this over member, you know right from wrong. 

Are you an active member, or do you just belong? 
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EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 


x*****************.****-:<■ -x-*#*-*-***** 
MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


ft****#*********#-**#*****************#*****r*4f#***0i 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Date and Time 
Place 

Speaker 


MONDAY. FEBRUARY 12. 1979 at 8;00 P.M. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre (new wing) 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

DR. BRUCE FALLS will present his film, 


"WHY DO BIRDS SING?" 


Dr. Falls will discuss the film after the showing, and it 
will be a good opportunity to have your questions about 
bird songs answered. Guests and friends are also welcomed 
so why not come out and join us for this meeting. 


Next Meeting Monday, March 12, 1979 

VISITORS WELCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 


******##*******«•#*•):■•■ 


■h***-*-********************************************************'*'*'* 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLU B FIELD EVENTS 


SATURDAY .FEBRUARY 17. 1979 AT 10:00 A.M. 

Winter Ecolog y. Come out and try your luck at animal tracking while 
the importance of snow to the winter environment is explained. Meet 
at the'M.T.C. maintenance yard at Hwy. 52 & 8. Dress warmly, snow- 
shoes or cross-countiy skis will be an asset. Bring a hot lunch. 
There will be a gas stove for heating. 

Leader; Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0548 


SUNDAY. MARCH 11, 1979 AT 1:00 P.M . 

Owl Prow l. Last year four species were seen on this hike. We're hoping 
for five or six. Meet at the Dundurn Castle Parking Lot. 

Leader; to be announced. 

*-x-x-**-x-x*x-x-*******-x-*-x*-x*-x**-x** 

*4(-**#**-X-******* 


OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS 

R.B.G. EVENTS 

Cross-Country Skiing With Interpretation - Feb 4 & 11, 1979 at 10;50 a.m. 

Guided ski hikes on RBG trails will start at the Nature Centre with a 
movie on skiing, then a hike approximately one hour long, with nature 
interpretation. Dates will depend upon snow conditions. Phone 527-7962 
for confirmation. Hot chocolate and coffee will be available. The last 
hike will be followed by a "bring-your-own food barbecue". Mrs. Joanne 
Colman and Mr. Brian Holley. 

Basic Ornithology And Bird Watching - Feb. 1,8,15, & 22, 1979 at 7:50 P .m. 

A series of illustrated lectures dealing with identification, habits, 
songs and food of local wild birds. Required text is Birds of North 
America. Thursdays at the RBG Centre. Fee $1^00 + $5*00 for text. Dr. Jas. 
Pringle, Mr. John Lamoureux, and Mr. Len Simser. 


****^************************************ 
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RBG Events -(cont'd) 

The Bog - The Harsh - The Swamp - Wednesdays, Feb 7 - Apr.1.1, 1979 at 7s00 p.m. 

A course on the formation, physical structure, biological aspects and 
ecological significance of bogs, swamps, and marshes, specializing in wet¬ 
lands of southern Ontario and their vegetation, birds and mammals. A co¬ 
operative course between the School of Continuing Studies, University of 
Toronto and the RBG. Ten sessions and two field trips to Coote3 Paradise 
and Luther Marsh - dates to be announced. Wednesdays, Feb.7 - Apr. 11, at 
the RBG Centre. Register by Feb. 1, 1979. Maximum 40. Fee @80.00. Hosts Mr. 

John Lamoureux, Mr. Len Simser and guest lecturers. 


AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM 

Song of the Northern Prairie, by Allen J. King; - Wed. Feb.21 at 8 pm, RBG Centre 

Situated on the Central Flyway, the prairie wetlands are the breeding 
grounds for such ducks as canvasback, ruddy, pintail and shoveler. Yet 
ducks are only a portion of the various species that nest there and are 
joined by coots, pelicans and black cormorants. 

Allen King has orchestrated the prairie on film to show its moods, its 
cycles and its plant and animal life. A film for lovers of wide open 
spaces, tall grasses, coulees and "slews". Visit North Dakota on film. 

Single Admissions: @1.50 adults 

@1.00 students & children 


BRUCE TRAIL CLUB HIK E 

Snoi'fshoe & Ski Hike - Sunday, February 25, 1979 at 10:50 a.m. 

Gather at Hilton Falls (Mile 22.9) and if the weather permits, we will 
ski or snowshoe around the white and blue trails. Whatever we do, it will 
be a circular hike and there will be no shuttle. Bring a lunch and we will 
eat on the trail. 

Leader: Vi Chornook Burlington 634-9101 


JAMES BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRDATHON 

CHANGE OF DATE : 

Saturday, April 28, 1979. Check your calendar. The events calendar sent 
to you at the beginning of the season shows the date as Sunday, Hay 6. This 
date has been changed to April 28, 1979- 

The Birdathon will be held at Long Point and will be followed by the LPBO 
Annual Meeting and Banquet at the Port Rowan Community Centre. Pierre Berton 
will be the celebrity birder in the birdathon. 

An innovation this year is that the LPBO are offering to return 25$ of the 
proceeds collected by each official club representative to the individual clubs 
represented. This will provide an excellent opportunity to help our own club 
as well as the Long Point Bird Observatory. Keep this weekend free. 


Answers : to last month’s puzzle on Provincial Flowers - Pacific Dogwood - B.C.; 
Wild Rose - Alta.; Prairie Lily - Sask. ; Prairie Crocus - Man.; White Trillium - 
Ont.; Garden Lily - P.Q.; Purple Violet - N.B.; Trailing Arbutus - N.S.; Pink 
Ladyslipper - P.Eil.; Pitcher Plant - Nfld.; Fireweed - Yukon; Mountain Avens - 

N.W.T. 









89 


Report of GENERAL MEETING of HAMILTON NATURALIST'S CLUB, held at the 
Royal Botanical Garde na Centre, on Mo nday, Januar y 8, 1979. _ _ 

The first meeting of the new year was attended by eighty members and friends. 

Robert Curry, President, presided and impressed upon those present the 
importance of supporting the current conservation problem of not allowing hunt¬ 
ing in Provincial Parks. Members were requested to write directly to the Minister 
of Natural Resources, the Honourable James Auld, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ont. ex¬ 
pressing their views against what is now posing a problem and also against op¬ 
ening the Parks to hunting. 

James Dowall gave a brief account of "Birding" on the first field event 
for 1979, of which he was the leader. Several interesting sightings were the 
reward on a somewhat inclement day. 

As the originally scheduled speaker for tonight could not attend, Ford Smith, 
Programme Director, arranged for the presentation of two interesting films from 
the library of Mr. Gerry Quinney of Oakville, The first film, "Mr. Hancock's 
Woods", showed what has been accomplished by a professional horticulturist on 
ten acres of land in nearby Port Credit. Since 1931, it has evolved into a 
veritable sanctuary for woody plants such as Rhododendrons, etc., which, nat¬ 
uralised in the understory, make the area assume the aspects of a reserve for 
birds and animals as well. 

The second film gave glimpses of a safari to India. Through Mr. Quinney's 
expert photography, we were shown at close range the Indian Rhinocerus, Elephants 
swimming in a lake, Pishing Eagles, Sunbirds, two species of Bulbuls, Green 
Parakeets, Egrets, Spoonbills, Flamingoes, Moorhens, Cormorants, colourful Cranes, 
a Spotted Owl, Painted Storks on termite hills in a marsh, the Crow Pheasant, 
Black-faced Monkeys, and a pride of Lions at a kill. The showy Orchid Tree 
(Bauhinia variegata), native to India and now growing throughout the tropical 
world, and Flarae-of-the-Forest (native African Tulip Tree - Spathodea campanulata 
of the Bignonia Family) growing as well in tropical areas well beyond its native 
land, added to the beauty of the scenes. Films such as this whet the appetite 
to go see for oneself the never-ending wonder of the flora and fauna in lands 
beyond our own, each presenting its unique biotic display. 

Mr. Quinney is currently in hospital and our thanks and good wishes for a 
speedy recovery are expressed to him. 

As of tonight, Membership in our society has reached 450 individuals, the 
highest figure for this date in the history of the Club. 

Hazel Broker kindly assumed the duties of Social Director, assisted by 
Shirley Klement, and our usual coffee-time provided the opportunity to enjoy 
the warmth of fellowship, so necessary to our well-being. 

by Marion S. Shivas, Acting Sec'ty 


HUNTING IN PROVINCIAL PARKS 

The permitting of hunting in Provincial Parks is an activity that has been 
tolerated for years. However, recent newspaper articles have publicized some 
shocking abuses of parks by and for hunters. The most shocking is the illegal 
hunting which iB being encouraged in three parks. Under the Game & Fish Act, it 
is illegal to hunt in provincial parks unless provided for by regulations. 
MacGregor Point, Inverhuron and Cyprus Lake Provincial Parks are 3 places where 
hunting is illegal but nevertheless allowed and even encouraged. Changes in leg¬ 
islation may allow hunting in these parks before next season even though most 
park users do not want hunting. The FON urges you to write the Hon. Jas. Auld, 
Minister of Natural Resources, Queen's Park, Toronto, concerning this problem. 
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LONG POINT CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1978 

. compiled by Barry Jones 

■ The Lbng Point Christmas Bird Census has taken place every year since 1961 
with most of Long Point itself, Long Point Bay, Turkey Point, St. Williams, part 
of the. Lake Erie shore, and the miles of marshes and pine-oak woods included in 

the 7^ mile radius centering on Long Point Bay. 

» , 

7 ". Befitting, probably, the best birding area in Ontario over the year, Long 
' Point Usually gets the highest total species count of the Ontario Christmas cen¬ 
sus' as if did also this year with 99. 

./ The Hamilton Naturalists' Club and Long Point Bird Observatory members tak¬ 
ing part this year were treated to almost ideal walking conditions for a change: 
sunny, mild (30 - 40°F), almost windless, -frozen ground, low water levels in the 
.„p. marshes, as. well as. lots of open water on Saturday, December 16, 1978. 

No.;new species were added this year (l55 over the years) but a number of 
' species .were .seen in,the highest numbers ever (*). 


horned .'Grebe • 5 

, pied-billed Grebe . 5 

.Great Blue Heron 12 

. Mute. Swan ■ ’ : -• 2 

Whistlirig Swan 319* 

Canada Goose (est'd) 1700 
' Snow J Goo'se' (blue phase) 2 


Coot 5.7 

Killdeer 14* 

Glaucous Gull 1 

Great Black-backed Gull72'* 


Hermit Thrush 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Water Pipit 


Mallard 
Black Duck 
American Widgeon 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Ring-necked Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 

White-winged Scoter 
Ruddy Duck 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Goshawk 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 


Merlin 
Kestrel 
Ruffed Grouse (highest 


Herring Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Bonaparte's Gull 
370 Little Gull 
136 Rock Dove 
20 Mourning Dove 
544 Screech Owl 
47 Great Horned Owl 
1 Snowy Owl 
66 Long-eared Owl 
41 Kingfisher-. 

374* Common'Flicker 
72* 


1299* Cedar Waxwing 
858* Northern Shrike 
300 Starling 

2 Yellow-rumped.Wafbler 
321 Common Yellowthroat 
91 House Sparrow 

1 Eastern Meadowlark 
50* ' Red-winged Blackbird 
‘' 5 Rus ty.Blackbird 

2 Common-.Grackle. 

;-4 Brown-headed Cowbird 
28* Cardinal 
.8* Evening Grosbeak 


9 

57 

11 * 

1 

101 

9 

670 

8 

12 

1311 

2 

939 

29 

309 

123 

136 

45 


Virginia Rail 


32 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

; 3,* Purple Finch 

188* 

18 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

1 

Pine Grosbeak 

2 

9 

Hairy Woodpecker 

24 

Common Redpoll 

8 

20* Downy Woodpecker 

88 

Pine Siskin 

4 

624 

Horned Lark 

13 

American Goldfinch 

317 

1 

Blue Jay 

201 

White-winged Crossbill 

2 

: 2 

Crow 

180 

Towhee ‘ 

1 

5* Black-capped Chickadee319 

Savannah Sparrow 

3 

59 

White-breasted Nuthatch22 

Darlc-eyed Junco 

553 

-3 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

49* Tree Sparrow 

998 

r ) ; .5; 

Brown Creeper 

39 

(lowest since 1965) 


O' 2 

House Wren 

1 

Field Sparrow 

27 

; 1 

Winter Wren 

20 

White-throated Sparrow 

73* 

13 

Carolina Wren 

2 

Swamp Sparrow 

389 


Long-billed Marsh Wren 11* Song Sparrow 

336* 

82 

Robin " 

30 

Lapland Longspur. ■ 

2 

4 



Snow Bunting 

69 


Total individuals - 15,456. 


Missed for the first time was Ring-necked Pheasant. 

There were 42 participants: D. Agro, D. Ankney, H. Barrett, J„ Barrett, 
Rob't Bateman, Ross Bateman, R. Carter, J. Chappie, R. Copeland, W. Crins, 

,G. Crossman, R. Curry, J. Dowall, V. Evans, E. Elligsen, L. Fazio, D. Fewster, 

(continued on page 91 - bottom) 
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— IT'S TIME TO CELEBRATE! — 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 


\* 

't 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


BE A PART OF OUR 60th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS! 

PLAN NOV? TO ATTEND THE HNC DIAMOND JUBILEE 
'OPEN HOUSE' AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 
CENTRE ON APRIL 9, 1979. 

There will be time to reminisce, time to look to the future, time 
to renew acquaintances, time to ,make new friends and a chance to have 
a look at what the HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB is doing today. 


Many volunteers are needed to make this evening a resounding suc¬ 
cess. 

COULD YOU HELP? 

1. By loaning 35mm slides of birds, plants or club activites for 
slide show presentations. Bring these to the February meeting if you 
have them ready. Be sure to put your name on each slide and enclose 
an explanation as to what's what or who's who. 

2. By loaning black and white snapshots that could be enlarged 
for display purposes. 

3. By jptting down some of your memories for articles in a special 
issue of the WOOD DUCK. Please forward these to the Editor, Ron Hepworth 
as soon as possible. 

4. By displaying your plant, butterfly, etc. etc. collection, post¬ 
age stamps with natural history theme, handcrafts, paintings, photographs, 
etc. 

5. By participating on a committee. There are lots of choices - 

Invitations, Hospitality, Wine and Cheese Party, Coffee Hour, Displays, 
Slide Shows and probably some I haven't even thought of yet. 

6. By donating a pan of squares or cookies for a 'Coffee Hour' with 
a difference. 


Sign up at the February meeting or call one of the following to 
volunteer your services. 

Hazel Broker - 527-0333 

Lydia Hamilton - 527-6291 


Many hands will make light the work necessary to produce a memorable 
event. I am counting on you! 

Diamond Jubilee Committee Chairman, 
Hazel Broker. 

********************** 

++++++++-H-++++ 


Long Point Christmas Bird Count -(continued from page 90) 

D. Fieseler, R. Finlayson, J. Hanna, S. Hastings, B. Hills, D. Hussel, M. Jennings, 
S. Hohnson, B. Jones (compiler, R.R.#3, Port Rowan, Ont. NOE 1MO), B. L&idlaw, A* 
Lambert, J. Lamey, R. Mooi, E. Nol, J. Olmsted, 0, Reynolds, R. Ridout, C. Risley, 
R. Snyder, R. Stamp, K. Wagler, G. Whitworth, C. Wood, S. Wood, A, Wormington. 

Special thanks to Erica Dunn, Dr. Hussell and the LPBO for the use of Backus 

House and the delicious food at the end of the day. 
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POSITIONS OPEN AT LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY - 1979 

The following positions are expected to be open in 1979. Applications stat¬ 
ing qualifications, experience, and time available; and the names of one or two 
people for references, should be made in writing to: David J.T. Hussell, LPBO, 

P.0. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ont. NOE 1M0. 

LPBO Warden 

The warden will be responsible for operation of the Observatory's field 
stations on Long Point for part or all of the period Apr 1 to Oct 31, 1979. The 
warden will be expected to work with volunteers on migration observation, banding 
and other projects, and will be responsible for maintaining station facilities, 
for communications, and for transportation of supplies and personnel to and from 
the mainland. Essential qualifications include experience and interest in bird 
identification, banding and other fieldwork; ability to carry out maintenance work 
on buildings, boats, and related equipment, to operate boats, and to work with 
volunteers in isolated conditions. Car ownership and possession of a driving 
licence will be assets. Remuneration will be $400 per month. Applications are due 
by March 15, 1979. 

Observatory Assistants 

Two or more assistants will be required in 1979 to assist in various aspects 
of the Observatory's program including any or all of the following: migration 
observation and banding, breeding bird censuses, research projects on migrant or 
breeding birds, maintenance and operation of physical facilities including build¬ 
ings, boats, traps, etc., clerical work and typing, and educational programs for 
schools. These are essentially volunteer positions, but living expenses and acc¬ 
omodations are provided at the Observatory. Successful applicants can expect to 
benefit from extensive training and experience in various aspects of the Observa¬ 
tory's program. Positions are open throughout the year and to persons of any age 
or experience who are available for at least a month. Applications will be con¬ 
sidered at any time, but should be submitted by Apr.l for the university and high 
school summer vacation periods. 

Volunteers 

Many aspects of the LPBO program depend on the help of short-term volunteers. 
Anyone wishing to take part in the Observatory activities outlined above is en¬ 
couraged to do so. A small fee is charged for accommodation and boat travel, and 
reservations must be booked well in advance. Write to David HusseJ. for more details. 


SEASONAL POSITIONS IN PARK INTERPRETATION 
AVAILABLE-IN THE ALGONQUIN REGION 

Seasonal interpretive naturalist positions are available for 1979 in Algon¬ 
quin, Arrowhead, Grundy, and Killbear Provincial Parks. Successful candidates 
should have some background in most fields of natural history, with perhaps a 
specialty in one, e.g. birds, plants, or insects. Preference is given to quali¬ 
fied applicants who will be potentially available in following years (such as stu¬ 
dents in high school or university). When an employee's work is satisfactory, 
summer employment in park interpretation usually continues in subsequent years. 

The duties of a park interpreter include: manning museum information desks, 
leading conducted hikes, giving evening programs, speaking to special groups, and 
preparing publications. In the smaller programs within Arrowhead, Grundy and 
Killbear Parks, an interpretive naturalist may be required to perform all of these 
duties in his first year. In the larger and more extensive programs offered in 
Algonquin Park, new naturalists undertake such activites as museum duty, study of 
literature relevent to the park's interpretation, watching experienced staff per¬ 
forming in the varied aspects of the program, and giving trainee hikes and talks. 

(continued next page) 



Seasonal Positions - Algonquin Regio n - (cont'd) 

The normal period of employment is from May or June (depending on academic 
obligations) until Labour Day. 

Salary levels are related to job experience. In 1978, the rates ranged from 
$4.57 to $7.14 per hour. At the present time, accomodation is provided in a staff- 
house at $10.50 per week. Meals are charged for on a cost basis — in most of the 
parks. 

Requests for applications and other enquiries should be addressed to; 
Interpretive Services Supervisor, Ministry of Natural Resources, Box 219, 
Whitney, Ontario, KOJ 2M0. (Phone 705-635-5592) 

. Applications must be post-marked by February 20, 1979 . 


, tt****#**#*-** 

HALTON REGION REQUESTS INFORMATION ON RARE OR UNUSUAL SPECIES 

The Wildlife Section of the Halton Region Conservation Authority is catalo¬ 
guing all information on plants, animals and other natural phenomena within or 
near Halton County, with particular emphasis on H.RpC.Ao properties. The informa¬ 
tion will then be used for management and education purposes. It will also pro¬ 
vide a source of scientific information useful to groups in the area. 

We would be most grateful for your co-operation in providing information on 
rare or unusual species or phenomenon in the area. The participant should give 
species, observer, date, location and other pertinent data. All information will 
be accredited to the observer. 

For information of a confidential nature such as raptor breeding sites or 
localities for extremely rare plants, we plan to keep a seperate file under lock 
and key, to be consulted only when the site is in danger of disturbance. As the 
Authority can wield some weight in the direction of protecting important sites, we 
feel it is important to have such data readily available. In the event that you 
have information which you do not want to disclose, please indicate that the 
species may occur or breed in the area so that we are alerted to its presence. 

We would be most grateful for any reprints of papers on the natural history 
of the area. 

We plan to set up Ro ad Call Counts in the spring to monitor spring migration 
and breeding of birds in or near Halton County. If you have a good ear for bird 
calls and wish to participate, we would be most grateful for volunteers. For uhose 
unfamiliar with the rules, Road Call Counts are begun one-half hour before sunrise 
and stop 3 are made every half mile along a pre-designated route and number and 
species of each bird are recorded over a 3 minute period. 50 stops are made foi 
24^ miles. The count usually takes about 4 hours and is completed before 9:00 a.n. 
More information will be provided later for those interested. 

We would be very interested in input on natural features of the Halton Region. 
We are also interested in other activites which will appeal to the adventuresome 
enthusiast such as botanizing trips, spring salanfander hunts, etc. We are espec¬ 
ially keen to organize outings of volunteers to establish herptile records and 
localities for rare plants. Your interest, help and suggestions are welcomed. 

If you know anyone who may be interested in providing information or volunteering 
his or her services, please let us know. We will endeavour to aid natural history 
projects on Halton Region Conservation Authority properties, but we like to know 
about them in advance. Please feel free to contribute your own ideas and manage¬ 
ment concerns. All help and information will be welcomed and acknowledged. 

For further information contact Mary E. Dyer, Wildlife Technician, Halton 
Region Conservation Authority, Trafalgar Square, 310 Main St., Milton, Ontario 
L9T 1P4. (Phone 878-4131) ' •» . 




94 

THE 1978 SUMMER EVENING HIKES 

by Bert MacLaren 

Last year the H.N.C. ran a programme of weekly evening hikes, visiting a var¬ 
iety of habitats ranging from sphagnum bog, marsh and wet woodland to dry woodland, 
reverting farmland and the sand of the beach strip. We had found in the years past 
that the members seemed to enjoy walks in the evenings more than day hikes at the 
weekends, particularly when the weather became hot and humid in mid-summer. The 
attendances on the hikes were good, averaging between ten and twenty: we were lucky 
with the weather, it was a good mosquito year (good for us and not for the mosqui¬ 
toes) and I believe that all present enjoyed themselves — I certainly did. 

In the past, one of the best records of sightings of plants in Halton and 
Wentworth Counties has been the descriptions of club hikes in the WOOD DUCK, and 
it is partly for this reason and partly for the interest of the club members that 
the following account of the summer evening.hikes is written, 

June 7 - King's Forest 

A very heavy thunderstorm at 5 p.m. kept the attendance down to four, by far 
the worst of the summer, but it turned into a very fine evening, although it was 
somewhat wet underfoot, 

King's Forest is very rich botanically, without doubt the outstanding woods 
in the eastern half of the region. Unfortunately at present the City is not man¬ 
aging it at all well, with trail bikes running wild with subsequent erosion, and 
unless improvements are made the park will continue to deteriorate. 

At Albion Falls at the brow of the escarpment we saw the buffaloberry, a shrub 
found locally along the edge of the mountain and on the eastern banks of the Oak¬ 
ville and Bronte Creeks. Along the old road which is falling into the ravine we 
found two or three plants of the hop ( Humulus .iaponicus ) a longstanding escape from 
farming. Further along the eastern bank of the ravine a clump of the prickly Can¬ 
ada plum (Prunus nigra) which had set only a few fruits and the smooth rock cress 
( Arabis laevigata ) were seen. Rare plants in the valley included the unspectacular 
green violet (Hybanthus concolor ) and the small leafcup (Polymnia canadensis ): not 
so rare the Canada waterleaf ( Hydrophyllum canadense ) and the pretty blue woodland 
phlox ( Phlox divaricata ). 

June 13 - He ndrie Val ley (from Snake Road to Lamb's Hollow Gate) 

The American columbo ( Swertia caroliniensis) is a member of the gentian fam¬ 
ily flowering quite early in the year, producing spotted creamy flowers on stems 
sometimes well over five feet high, and reaching its northern limits around Ham¬ 
ilton. For several years three colonies have been known in this area, all on 
3 outhern-facing slopes near the Snake Road. In 1976, late in the summer, Charlie 
Zimmerman and myself checked the three areas, which were easy to find as the flow¬ 
ering that year had been heavy and over fifty flowering stalks could be seen at 
one time. In 1977 the H.N.C. visited one of the sites and there were no flowers 
at all, and on this hike (1978) once again there were no flowers although the 
large basal rosettes were found. The columbo has the reputation of being a very 
intermittent flowerer, for reasons not well understood. 

Within a few feet of each other we found two vines which are none too common, 
the bristly greenbriar ( Smilax tainnoides ) and the wild yam (Dioscorea villose)* 

June 20 - Skun k's Misery^Jlncaster 

Marvellous woodland! The broad beech fern, the golden ragwort (Senecio aureus 
the small sundrops (Oenothera perennis ) and the purple avens ( Geum rivale ) all led 
us to the highlight of the evening, a magnificent display of the showy lady's slip¬ 
per ( Cypripedium reginae) at the height of their bloom. 

(continued on next page) 



1978 Summer Evening Hikes - (cont'd) 

June 27 - B r onte Gre ek Pro vincial Park - Eas t_B ank 

Seen together - six species of oak: black, red, white, swamp white, bur and 
chinquapin, and three kinds of ash: red, white and green. The little yellow cow- 
wheat parasitic on roots was in flower, and we saw other plants of dryish soil, 
the butterflyweed, the wand-like and round-headed bush clovers (Lespedeza inter-^ 
media and L» canitata ) and al 30 the New Jersey tea, a shrub quite common south oi 
the escarpment and Highway No. 5, present in Hendrie Valley and Coote's Paradise, 
but becoming very uncommon in the Dundas Valley and. rare elsewhere. Sicklepod 
( Arabis canadensis ) and poke milkweed were seen in the deeper woodland, A small 
colony of bearberry, unusual away from the sandy or rocky shores of the Great Lakes, 
was seen, 

A butterfly, the inornate ringlet ( Coenonympha tullia ), thought a few years 
ago not to occur in our area, but since found in two or three localities, wa3 
caught in the open fields on our way back to the cars. 

July 4 - Copeto wn Bog 

This is a typical kettle bog produced by the persistence of a large mass of 
ice after the rest of the glacier had melted, with a central bog surrounded by a 
moat of water, malting entiy to the bog difficult. For several years a large log 
lying flat has been the bridge in, but gradually this log is rotting away, and we 
thought that we were going to lose one of the party in the mire garlanded by the 
wild calla ( Calla palustris) flowering there. 

At the edge of the bog the holly ( ilex verticillata ), the mountain holly (Nem- 
o panthus mucronata ) and the black chokeberry (Ar onia melanocarpa ) were all ident¬ 
ified, The rare Virginia chain fern which in Halton and Wentworth counties is 
known to occur at only two other sites, an area in the Beverly Swamp and at Ball- 
inafad Pond east of Acton, was seen. The flora of this bog is quite limited, rem¬ 
iniscent of bog 3 many hundreds of miles to the north; we saw the pitcher plank, 
the leatherleaf, the roundleaved sundew, the bog cranberry and bog andromeda, the 
black spruce and the highbush blueberry ( Vaccinium corymbosum) . The bog copper, 
a tiny butterfly limited to bogs containing the cranberry and with a short flight 
period, was very plentiful. After we got out of the bog a white mulberry with the 
fruit ripe provided us with refreshments• 

Ju ly 11 - Tw is s Road C alci um Pit s (and the woods to the west) 

Ron Hepworth, our editor, has been going into these woods for several years 
and he showed us the rare round—leaved orchid ( Habenaria or biculata) with spikes 
of flowers in full bloom. These plants are the only ones known around here. Two 
little sedges, Carex flava and Carex aurea , the latter with the perigynia looking 
like a string of golden beads, were found growing with the variegated horsetail 
( Equisetum variegatum ) in a little wet calcareous meadow along the edge of the 
flooded pits. The xwoods are wet and mostly deciduous, but around the little lake 
in the middle of the forest there are very rich cedar woods, with the little and 
aromatic creeping snowberry ( Gaultheria hispidula ), the oak fern, the Indian cuc-- 
• umber root and the blue-berried clintonia or bead-lily. Surrounding the lake the 
water willow ( Decodon vertici ll atus ) grows with the buclcbean around its roots, 
and the occasional stem of the showy lady’s slipper was seen in seed. We had a 
visit from a reporter from Burlington, and this was followed by good publicity for 
the club two or three weeks later in the Burlington paper. 

July 18 - Mountainsid e east of JIighway_20 A _Stone y;_Greek 

The flora of the talus slope of the mountainside is quite characteristic, with 
h'erb-robert, blue cohosh, wild ginger, Virginia waterleaf, the celandine-poppy, 
touch-me-not, and shrubs such as the red elder, the mountain maple and locally the 
bladdernut ( Staohylea trifolia) . In the field under the escarpment the ball blue 
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spires of a garden escape, the long-leaved speedwell ( Veronica longifolia l. were 
found, but the finding of a mockingbird well seen by the group was the highpoint 
of this walk. 

July 2 9 - The Trai ls around Tew '3 Falls, Dun das 

Me were once again looking at dry woodland, with the downy false foxglove ( Aur- 
eolaria virginica) in flower accompanied by the wandlike bush clover ( Lespedeza 
I ntermedia ), themilk vetch ( Astragalus canadensis ), and the woodland sunflower 
T llelianthus divaricatus ). At the lookout over Dundas grew the butterflyweed, the 
Scotch thistle ( Onopordum acanthium ) and the bittersweet ( Celastrus scandens ); and 
on the way back under some sumacs in an open field, a clump of the rank comfrey 
( Symphytum officinale) . 

Au gust 1 - East End o f Hamil ton Bea ch and the Lily Pond 

The original flora of the beach has largely disappeared, having been replaced 
by weedy species, but the sea-rocket ( Gakile edentula) and the seaside spurge (Eu¬ 
phorbia polygonifolia ) still grow there. The dominant vegetation is quack grass 
( Agropyron repens) which with its extensive system of rhizomes prevents the sand 
from drifting. Surprisingly we found a western plant, the four o'clock (Mirabilis 
hirsuta), to be quite widespread; this species is rare in this part of the world, 
another four o'clock ( llirabilis nvctaginea ) being more commonly seen. Several 
other spurges, the nomenclature of which is very confusing as the same scientific 
name is used for different species by different authorities, were seen, and the 
clammyweed ( Cuphea petiolata ) was common. 

Along the edge of the railway at the lily pond there is quite an extensive 
colony of the milk-vetch, which we had seen the previous week at Tew's Pall3, and 
in the wet areas around the pond grew the American germander (Teucrium canadense) , 
swamp rose and other wetland plants. 

August 8 - Mount Memo 

We always started the hikes promptly at 6:30 p.ra., and latecomers could be 
seen rushing to catch up with the group, but by the beginning of August the nights 
were lengthening, and despite walking fast it was dark by the time we got back to 
the cars. Me wanted to reach the northern end of Mount Nemo, where the blue side 
trail (of the Bruce Trail) winds steeply down the rock face. Here we saw in bloom 
the climbing fumitory ( Adlumia fungosa ), although I am in some doubt that all the 
members thought that the struggle over the large boulders was worth the reward. On 
the cliff too high to examine easily there were tufts of one of the cliff-brakes, 
and on the march back the purple clematis with its feathery seedheads ( Clematis 
verticillaris ) and the withering plants of the sandwort ( Arenaria stricta ) and the 
hairy rock cress ( Arabis hirsuta ) were looked at quickly. 

Aug ust 1 3 - Spring Valle y Park, Ancaster 

A nice gentle walk, the last of the advertised hikes. Long beech fern-, spice- 
bush, groundnut, showy tick—trefoil ( Desmodium canadense ), grass—of-Parnassus, and 
rough-leaved goldenrod ( Solidago patula ) were all seen. 


By word of mouth we had three more hikes, the final one being held on 
Septembe r 5 - The Rock Garden to the Arbo rgtum- 

The railway below the Rock Gardens and the adjacent bluffs overlooking the 
Marsh were found to have an unusual collection of plants including the rarest and 
most showy of the local goldenrod3, the stiff goldenrod ( Solidago rigida ). This 
western species is said by Gray to grow in' gravels which fits well with the soil 
along the edge of the railway. The butterflyweed, the harebell ( Campanula rotund- 
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1978 Summer Evening Hikes - (cont'd) 

ifolia ), clammyweed, the spiderwort (Cynanchum nigrum) , the wall-rocket (Mplotaxis 
tenui folia ) and the seaside spurge all grew here. Three very showy grasses were 
found"— the little and big blues terns, both prairie grasses (And ropogon scoparlus, 
and A. gerardi) and Indian grass ( Sorghastrum nutans ). Of the big bluestera, the 
dominant grass of the tall grass prairie, it has been written that a rider at one 
time was able to ride all day with the grass brushing his saddlebags. It must have 
been a wonderful sight, something like a large phragmites marsh. 

In the dump at the bottom of the hill the Jimson-weed was in flower, associ¬ 
ated with a variety of other weeds, and climbing up a tree near the road the un¬ 
usual bur-cucumber ( Sieves lobata ). 

In all, this was a most enjoyable series of outings, and I am looking forward 
to similar walks next summer. 

****************** 

********** 

SERIOUS PINE DISEASE FOUND IH CANADA 

Ottawa— Environment Minister Len Marchand announced today that the virulent Euro¬ 
pean strain of Scleroderris canker has been identified in a pine plantation in 
southern Quebec by the Insect and Disease Survey of the Canadian Forestry Service s 
Laurentian Forest Research Centre. 

All infected material was destroyed immediately after the discovery and the 
Plant Quarantine Division of Agriculture Canada is placing a quarantine on the in¬ 
fected property to prevent possible spread. 

The disease is caused by the fungus Gremmeniella abietina , formerly called 
Scleroderris lagerbergii, the North American strain of which has been known for 
more than 40 years as a serious disease of young pines in Canada. The new and more 
dangerous European strain was first identified on this continent in Vermont and 
New York states in 1977 (see WOOD DUCK * Feb/78), and differs from the North Amer¬ 
ican variety in that it can kill mature pines. In addition, it affects other trees, 
including, some important west coast species. 

Since the discovery of the new strain in the states bordering Canada last year, 
Dr. C.E. Dorworth and his associates at the Canadian Forestry Service's Great Lakes 
Forest Research Centre, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. have carried out intensive research 
towards a better understanding of the disease, and have developed a technique for 
differentiating between the new strain and the old. 

The new disease poses a potential threat to more than 300,000 acres of red and 
Scotch pine plantations in eastern Canada — the main species that are being killed 
in New York and Vermont. 

The outbreak was discovered in a plantation in Huntingdon Counry, Q.uebec, only 
3.5 km from the United States border. The plantation will be examined next spring 
to see if the disease is still present, and surveys in southern Quebec by the Can¬ 
adian Forestry-Service in cooperation with Agriculture Canada and the Quebec Dept, 
of Lands and Forests will be intensified in 1979. 

The Canadian Forestry Service and Agriculture Canada have carried out inspect¬ 
ions of all pine plantations in Canada that were established in recent years from 
stock imported from areas where the disease has since been found. No further in¬ 
fections have so far been discovered. 

In November 1977, the Plant Quarantine Division placed a quarantine on the 
importation into Canada of host material that could be carrying the disease. U.S. 
plant quarantine officials have been kept fully aware of all developments. 

(Environment Canada news release - Dec. 19, 1978) 






98 


CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1978 
o • ■ 

Hamilton, Ont . 4 3 l6'N 79°52'W, centre at York and Dundurn Sts., all points 
ithin a 15-mile diameter circle to include Hamilton, part of Burlington, Lake Medad, 
aterdown, Millgrove, Gre ensville, Dundas, Sulphur Springs, Ancaster, Southcote, 
annon and part of Stoney Cree k; elevation 245 to 1000 ft.; mixed woods 35%, towns 
0 %, open water 20$, farmland 14$, marshes 1 %. 

Dec. 26; 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mostly clear. Temp. 12° to 27°F, wind SW, 

-15 m.p.h. Snow cover 1 to 4 in. Water partly frozed; Harbour open. Wild food 
rop good. Fifty-three observers: 46 in 27 parties, 7 at feeders. Tdtal party-hours 
72 (126 on foot, 4 6 by car) plus 42 at feeders; total party-miles 485 (157 on 
'oot, 328 by car). 

Count : Common Loon 1; Pied-billed Grebe 2; Great Blue Heron 4; Canada Goose 
. 36 ; Mallard 1180; Black Duck 380; Gadwall 20; Pintail 5; Green-winged Teal 28; 
ood Duck 1; Canvasback 1; Greater Scaup 270; Lesser Scaup 15; Common Goldeneye 170; 
iufflehead 181; Oldsquaw 65; White-winged Scoter 2; (Black) Scoter 4 0; Ruddy Duck 2; 
(ooded Merganser 6; Common Merganser 6800; Red-breasted Merganser 1; Sharp-shinned H awk 
; Cooper's Hawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 123; Rough-legged Hawk 3; Golden Eagle 2; (Bald) 
agle 1, American Kestrel 14; Ruffe d Grouse 31; Ring-necked Pheasant 16; American 
oot 11; Killdeer 1; Dunlin 1; Glaucous Gull 7 ; Kumlien's Gull 1; Great Black-backed 
ull 86 ; Herring Gull 1000; Ring-billed Gull 330; Bonaparte's Gull 3; Rock Dove 
010; Mourning Dove 284; Screech Owl 3; Great H orned Owl 12; Sn o wy Owl 1; Great 
ray Owl 1; Long-eared Owl 1; Belted Kingfisher 6; Common (Y ellow-shafted) Flicker 23; 
ileated Woodpecker 3; Hairy Woodpecker 23; Downy woodpecker 115; H orned Lark 36; 
lue Jay 174 ; Common Crow 4000 (roost); Black-capped Chickadee 802; Tufted Titmouse 
; White-breasted Nuthatch 6 2; Red-breasted Nuthatch 10; Brown Creeper 2 9; Northern ' 
ockingbird 3; Gray Catbird 1; American Robin 396 (roost); Hermit Thrush 6; Golden- 
rowned Kinglet 8; Water Pipit 1; Cedar Waxwing 266; Northern Shrike 10; Star ling 
1,500 (roosts); Common Y ellowthroat 2; House Sparrow 17 45; Red-winged Blackbird 5; 
usty Blackbird 1; Common Grackle 1; Brown-headed Cowbird 3; Cardinal 132; Evening 
rosbeak 57 ; Purple Finch 47; House Finch 1; Common Redpoll 11; American Goldfinch 
18; Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco 37 2; American Tre e Sparrow 404; White-throated 
parrow 7; Swamp Sparrow 6; Song Sparrow 41; Lapland Longspur 4 ; Snow Bunting 192. 

Total , 88 species, about 43*380 individuals, (in count a rea count week, 
ut not seen count day: White Gyrfalcon , White-crow ned Sparrow.) 

Observer s: David Agro, Joan Allingham, Frank Annis, Donald Babb, Minniw 
odenkirchen, Redvers and Etta Bourne, Hazel Broker, William Campbell, Barry Cherriere, 
ichael Clark, Bill Crins, Robert Curry, Robert Elstone, Alfred Epp, Robert Finlayson, 
illiam Gilmour, Bradley Gray, Leslie Gray, Edwin Griffin, Florence Grightmire, 
ack H anna, Audrey Hawkes, Wallace H opkins, Raymond H ughes, Mark Jennings, Maurice 
aycock, Charles and Ruth Lenz, Elizabeth LeWarne, Robert MacLaren, Anthony Mason, 
evin McLaughlin, George North (compiler—857 Eagle Dr., Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3), 
aurel North, Ron North, John Olmsted, Tom and Anne Reid, Ron Ridout, Gary Rousse au, 
obert Sargeant, John Simpson, EunMe Smillie , Rick Snider, Stephan and Josephine 
prague, Ruth Summers, Charlie Townson, Jack van Nostrand, Chauncey and Sarah Wood, 

Ian Wormington, Brian Wylie (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month tc George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3* or phone 634-5463 
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Noteworthy bBrd Records 

Number of species recorded to December 31, 1978 - 273 

- indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the mi ration 


L - indicates last 

record for 

the migration 


Pied-billed Grebe 

Dec. 

26 

2 

Canal at Dundas 

Michael Clark 

Great Cormorant 

Dec . 

28 

1 

Port Credit 

Jack H anna 

D.-c. Cormorant 

Dec. 

30 

1 

West end of Bay 

Bob Curry 

Wood Duck 

Dec. 

28 

1 

La Salle Park 

Alan Wormington 

Turkey Vulture 

Dec. 

17L 

1 

Glen Morris 

R. G. C. MacLare n 

Cooper's Haw k 

Dec. 

26 

1 

Millgrove 

Brian Wylie 

Golden Eagle 

Dec. 

26L 

2 

over H opkins Tract 

Michael Clark 

Bald Eagle 

Dec. 

16 

1 ad. 

over Mount H ope Airport Gary Rousseau 

(Bald) Eagle- 

Dec. 

26 

1 

West end of Bay 

Bob Finlayson 

White Gyrfalcon 

Dec. 

27* 

1 

Southcote 

Sarah & Stephanie Wood 

Semipal. Plover 

Oct. 

15L 

1 

Bull's Point 

Bob Curry 

Killdeer 

Dec. 

26L 

1 

over Dundas Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Gr. Yellowlegs . 

Nov. 

19L 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Curry et al. 

Red Knot 

Sep. 

24L 

1 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

Pectoral Sandp. 

Nov. 

18L 

3 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

Least Sandpiper 

Oct. 

29L 

1 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

Dunlin 

Dec. 

26L 

1 

East end of Bay 

Curry, Hughes 

Com. Dowitcher 

Sep. 

10L 

1 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

Long-b. Dowitcher 

Aug. 

14* 

1 

Binbrook Reservoir 

R. Curry 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Oct. 

22L 

2 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

H udsonian Godwit 

Nov. 

18L 

2 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

Wilson's Phalarope Oct. 

22L 

1 

Bull's Point 

R. Curry 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Sep. 

13 F 

6 

Lake at Burlington 

R. Curry 

Kumlien 1 s Gull 

Dec. 

26F 

1 ad. 

Dundas Marsh 

Alan Wormington 

Ringed Turtle Dove 

Dec. 

23 

1 

Tanager Av. Burlington Mary Thompson 

Snowy Owl 

Dec. 

16 

1 

Alberton Road 

Paul Ardeline 


Dec. 

26 

1 

Hopkins Tract, R.B.G. 

Michael Clark 

Great Gray Owl 

Dec. 

26 * 

1 

Southcote 

Sarah & Chauncey Wood 

Long-eared Owl 

Dec. 

31 

1 

Upper Middle Road 

Verne Evans 

Chimney Swift 

Sep. 

30L 

2 

Ancaster 

R. Curry 

Tufted Titmouse 

Dec . 

26 

1 

Sterling St. McMaster 

David Agro 

Gray Catbird 

Dec. 

26 

1 

Spencer Gorge, Dundas 

Gary Rousseau 

Water Pipit 

D ec, 

. 26 

1 

Ofield Road 

Gary Rousseau 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Oct. 

15L 

1 

Dundas Dump 

R. Curry 

Tennessee Warbler 

Oct. 

9L 

' 1 

Ancaster Golf Club 

R. Curry 

Cape May Warbler 

Oct. 

29L 

1 

Valley Inn 

R. Curry 

Blackburnian Warb. 

Oct. 

9L 

1 

92 Hostein Ancaster 

R. Curry 

Common Yellow- 

Dec. 

26 

1 

Dundas Hydro Station 

Michael Clark 

throat 

Dec. 

26 

1 

Grindstone Creek 

Alan Wormington 

Rusty Blackbird 

Dec. 

26 

1 

E of Tew's Falls 

Gary Rousseau 

Brewer's Blackbird 

Oct. 

22 -:;- 

1 

Bull 1 s Point 

R. Curry 

House Finch 

Dec. 

26 , 27 1 

Tanager Av Burlington 

Charlie Townson 

Pine Siskin 

Oct. 

29F 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

R. Curry 

Common Redpoll 

Dec. 

26 

11 

Hopkins Tract, R.B.G. 

Michael Clark 

Sharp-t. Sparrow 

Oct. 

22L 

3 

Dundas Marsh 

R. Curry 

Lapland 

Dec. 

26 

2 , 2 

Mount Hope; E. Bay 

R. Curry 

Longspur 

Dec. 

30 

12 

S River Rd., York 

Bruce Duncan 

White-crowned Sparrow Dec. 27 

1 

Cedar Av Burlington 

Ruth Summers 
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Nu mber of species recorded to January 15, 1979 - 66 


Common Loon 

Jan. 

7 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

Olmsted, Snider, Stamp 

Great Cormorant 

Jan. 

1 

1 Port Credit 

Verne Evans 

Dble-c Cormorant 

Jan. 

1 

1 foot of Victoria Ave. 

Bryant, Curry, Hanna, 





A V Mason, Olmsted 

Mute Swan 

Jan. 

1 

2 Shell Pier, Bronte 

Curry et a 1. 


Jan. 

1 

6 Oakville 

J. Dowall, V. Evans 

Canada Goose 

Jan. 

1 

50 Oakville 

Verne Evans 

Lesser Snow Goose 

Jan. 

1 

2 Gairloch Gdns, Oakville Jim Dowall 

Gadwall 

Jan. 

1 

80 Shell Pier, Bronte 

Curry et al. 


Jan. 

1 

10 Lakeside Park Mississauga Verne Evans 

Pintail 

Jan. 

1 

3 East end of Bay 

Curry et al. 

Green-winged 

Ja n. 

1 

12 East end c.f Bay 

Curry et al. 

Tea 1 

Jan. 

6 

1 Ancaster Golf Club Pond R. Curry 

Baldpate 

Jan. 

1 

3 Gairloch Gdns Oakville 

Jim Dowall 


Jan. 

6 

1 Ancaster Golf Club Pond R. Curry 

Redh ead 

Jan. 

1 

12 Willow Point 

Curry et al. 


Jan. 

1 

400 Oakville 

Jim Dowall, L. North 

Canvas back 

Jan. 

1 

7 Woodland Cemetery 

Dowall, Curry et al. 

Rudd y Duck 

Ja n. 

1 

3 Woodland Cemetery 

Curry et al. 

Sharp-shinned H awk Jan. 

5 

1 Ancaster 

R. Curry 

Cooper's H a wk 

Ja n. 

7 

1 ad. Ancaster 

Sarah Wood 

Ruffed Grouse 

Jan. 

1 

2 Sulphur Springs 

Curry et al. 


Jan. 

6 

3 Homestead Walk R/N/G. 

Verne Evans 

Ring-n. Pheasant 

Jan. 

1 

2 East end of Bay 

Curry et al. 

American Coot 

Jan. 

1 

6 Woodland Cemetery 

Curry et al. 


Ja n. 

1 

2 Shell Pier, Bronte 

Curry et al. 


Jan. 

1 

2 Bronte Harbour 

Curry et al. 

Gla u cous Gull 

Jan. 

1 

1 West end of Bay 

Curry et al. 

Screech Owl 

Jan. 

1 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Curry et al. 

Gre at Horned Owl 

Jan. 

1 

5 Sulphur Springs 

Curry et al. 

Snowy Owl 

Jan. 

1 

1 East end of Bay 

Curry et al. 

Long-eared Owl 

Jan. 

1 

3 Headon Rd., Burlington Curry et al. 

Belted Kingfisher 

Jan. 

1 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Curry et al. 

Yellew-shafte d Flicker 

Jan. 

1 1 Woodland Cemetery 

Curry et al. 

Pileated Woodpecke 

r Jan. 

7 

1 St. Augustine's Cemetery Dundas Tom Reids 

H omed Lark 

Jan. 

4 

24 S River Road, York 

Bruce Duncan 

Red-breasted Nuthatch Jan. 1 

2 Sulphur Springs 

Curry et al. 

N. Mockingbird 

Jan. 

7 

1 St. Augustine's Cemetery Dundas Tom Reids 

American Robin 

Jan. 

1 

60 Sulphur Springs 

Curry et al. 


Jan. 

6 

350-400 Ancaster Golf Club roost R. Curry 

Hermit Thrush 

Jan. 

1 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Curry et al. 


Jan. 

6 

1 Hopkins Tract R.B.G. 

Verne Evans 

Northern Shrike 

Jan. 

1 

1 Mineral Springs 

Curry et al. 

Common 

Jan. 

1 

1 Grindstone Ck, Snake Rd. Curry et al. 

Yellowthroat 

Jan. 

8 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Red-winged Blackbird Jan 

i. 8 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Common Grackle 

Jan. 

16 

3 Tanager Av Burlington 

Mary Thompson 

Evening Grosbeak 

Jan. 

3, 4 

20, 8 Ancaster; Hwy. 8 Dundas Curry; Tom Reids 

White-throated Sp. 

Jan. 

6, 8 

1, 1 Ancaster; Beulah Ct. 

R. Curry; J. Olmsted 

Swamp Sparrow 

Jan. 

2 

2 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Also seen Jan. 1: 

Mallard, Black Duck, Greater Scaup,C. Goldeneye, Bufflehead, 


Oldsquaw, Common Merganser, Red-tailed H a wk, American Kestrel, Great Black- 
backed Gull, H erring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, C. Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-br. 
Nuthatch, Cedar Waatwing, Starling, H ouse Sparrow, Cardinal, Purple Finch, Am. 
Goldfinch. Junco. Tree Soarrow. Sons Snarrow . 
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1 979 SEAL HUNT QUOTAS ANNOUNCE D 

OTTAWA - Following national and international consultations on the status of 
seals, Fisheries Minister Romeo LeBlanc announced the total regulated catch of harp 
seals in 1979 will remain at the 1978 level of 170,000 not including an expected 
catch of 10,000 by indigenous peoples of Greenland, the Canadian Arctic & labrador. 

In announcing the catch limits the Minister noted that the scientists have 
advised that the current population of harp seals could sustain a catch of 214,000 
to 240,000. Canada and the European Economic Community, on behalf of Denmark/ 
Greenland have agreed on a policy of restricting catches to lower levels in order 
to allow the population to grow from its present level of 1.3 to 1.4 million ani¬ 
mals one year of age and older to 1.6 million. At the present rate of population 
growth this level is expected to be reached in five to ten years. 

Canada's share of the catch will be increased from 135,000 in 1978 to 150,000 
in 1979, while Norway's share is reduced from 35,000 to 20,000. The additional 
Canadian allocations will be taken by land-based sealers and the allocation to Can¬ 
adian large vessels at the ice fields will remain at the 1978 level of 57,000. 

The official opening and closing dates have been set for March 10 & April 24 
but the Minister indicated that the opening date could be varied slightly depend¬ 
ing upon conditions at that time. 

The hooded seal season will open 8 days after the harp seal opening date, sub¬ 
ject again to possible slight variation, but not later than March 19, 1979. The 
Allowable Catch for 1979 remains at 15,000. It was agreed that a quota of 6,000 
be allocated to Norway and that the Canadian fleet would take up to 6,000 by Mar,26. 
On that date the balance of 3,000 will be made available to vessels of either nation-. 

Ah important conservation measure adopted for 1977 was that the kill of adult 
female hooded seals would be restricted to 10^ of the total catch. This measure 
was further strengthened for 1978 when the limit was reduced to 74$ of the total 
catch. For 1979 the limit will be further reduced to 5$, The scientists have de¬ 
termined that the management regime for hooded seals will also allow this population 
to increase. 

Preliminary statistics indicate that the 1978 catch of harp seals at the Front 
(ice fields) and Gulf of St.Lawrence was 161,000 - including 16,254 taken by Norway 
- while that of the hooded seals was 10,200, including 6,315 taken by Norway.Permits 
from the Fisheries Dept, will be required by news media and other parties proposing 
to observe the seal hunt. Applications for permits are due Feb. 20, 1979. 


H0V7 MUCH WOOD CAN A WOODPECKER PEOIC? 

Wooden Hydro pole 3 may not be everybody's choice of diet, but woodpeckers on 
the rampage in southern Texas are causing so much damage that scientists there are 
pondering the possibility of treated the poles with a chemical that's distasteful 
to the birds. The Guadalupe Valley Electric Cooperative of Gonzales estimates that, 
in its area alone, the woodpeckers damage at least 67,000 poles annually at q. cost 
of between $75,000 and $100,000. 

At Ontario Hydro, senior maintenance engineer Bob Throop says the problem's 
not as severe in Ontario, although woodpecker damage is not unknown, particularly 
in the northern and eastern parts of the province. 

"Perhaps the worst offender is the pileated woodpecker, which is about the size 
of a crow," says Bob. "It can chew a pole to pieces in a matter of hours." 

Except in the worst cases', though, Hydro crews can repair the pole by filling 
in the holes with a special compound. 

"The birds may be after grubs in the pole," Bob adds, "but another theory is 
that they're fooled by the resonance of the conductors into thinking that there 
are bugs in there." 

(reprinted from Hydroscope, December 15, 1978) 
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CANADA 


THE WOOD DUCK 

The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Nat¬ 
uralists’ Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The 
WOOD DUCK is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive 
and is mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most 
welcome and should be addressed to the Editor, 259 Euston Rd,Burling¬ 
ton, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of 
the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted with¬ 
out permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Noteworthy Bird 
Records should be sent to George North, 857 Eagle Dr, Burlington,Ont. 
L7T 3A3. 
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